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Introduction 

This was my first motorcycle ride to Cambodia and Laos from Singapore, 
via Malaysia (twice, on the national North-South Expressway) and via 
Thailand (three times). The ride took place during February and April 
2012, but during March the bike was laid up in Bangkok for clutch repair. 

The bike was a fourteen-year old BMW 1998 R1100R with 140,000 km 
on the odometer. This bike had previously brought me to Thailand half a 
dozen times but this was my longest single trip on it. My rides from 
Vancouver to Newfoundland at 18,000 km and Vancouver to Guatemala 
at 16,000 km in the 1980s on a BMW R75 went farther but in less time. 

This trip I set goals to (1) finish each day’s riding by early afternoon and 
(2) rest one day after at most every two riding days. In this way I avoided 
riding in the sweltering heat of the tropical afternoon; I ate lunch in a clean 
restaurant most days (I never got sick, except at a Chiang Mai sushi bar 
where I overdosed on soy sauce MSG); and if anything went wrong I would 
have several hours of remaining daylight in which to try to resolve the 
problem. 

The itinerary (in hotel nights per city) was: 

1 Hat Yai (JB Hotel 07.01328, 100.47644) 

2 Koh Samui (Palm Island Hotel 09.53523, 100.06902) 

2Hua Hin (Veranda Lodge 12.56018, 99.96274) 

1 Pattaya (Pattaya Center Hotel 12.93173, 100.87968 
1 Koh Kong (Dugout Hotel 1 1.61014, 102.98288) 

3 Sihanoukville (Coolabah Hotel 10.609087, 103.522571) 

4 Phnom Penh (Billabong Hotel 11.56612, 104.92054) 

6 Siem Reap (Hanumanalaya Residence 13.374629, 103.8623) 

1 Surin (Majestic Hotel 14.88974, 103.49707) 

2 Khon Kaen (Pullman Hotel 16.429453, 102.830347) 

1 Nakhon Phanom (Riverview Hotel 17.382545, 104.793933 
1 BuengKan (The One Hotel 18.35849, 103.64796) 

3 Bangkok (Mac Boutique 13.74182, 100.55319) 

1 Udon Thani (Grand Royal Hotel 17.410076, 102.790017) 

2 Vientiane (Sengtawan Riverside 17.967023, 102.59343) 

1 VangVieng (Riverside Bungalows 18.920902, 102.444913) 

1 Phonsavan (Nice Guest House 19.45021, 103.21890) 
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2 Luang Prabang (Hotel de Lyon 19.87967, 102.14267) 

1 Luang Nam tha (Zuela Guesthouse 21.00285, 101.40903) 

1 ChiangRai (Starbright Hotel 19.90546, 99.83268) 

5 ChiangMai (Dusit D2 Hotel 18.78635, 99.00002) 

1 Phitsanulok (Pailyn Hotel 16.818488, 100.261885) 

1 Kanchanaburi (Royal River Kwai 14.055749, 99.457321) 

1 Hua Hin (Veranda Lodge 12.56018, 99.96274) 

1 Surat Thani (The One Hotel 9.14073, 99.333253 
1 Hat Yai (JB Hotel 07.01328, 100.47644) 

47 Hotel Nights Total 
26 Riding Days Total 

I averaged 400 km per riding day, about half that of previous trips, and 200 
km per total trip day, about one-third that of previous trips. There was 
time for scuba diving and a visit to Ankor Wat with my wife who flew up 
from Singapore. 

Before leaving home I used websites like Agoda to identify two hotels in 
each town where I might want to stay and I loaded their coordinates as 
waypoints in my GPS, with backup copies in an Excel spreadsheet and on 
paper. I did not book ahead except when I was heading to a big city. When 
it was time to call it a day, I navigated to one of my preselected waypoints 
and checked it out. I was never disappointed and I could sometimes get a 
discount below the internet rate because the hotel saved the booking 
commission. 

I covered the bike each night and parked it in front of the hotel door or in 
the hotel’s secured area and never had a problem with tampering. 

Other than the major clutch failure and the flat tire described in this book I 
encountered no problems. The fuel reserve light never came on, the bike 
didn’t fall over, and neither did 1. 1 was never stopped by police nor marked 
for bribes at border crossings. 

I made the sheet in the Appendix of phrases in English, Malay, Thai/Lao, 
Khmer, and Chinese but fortunately so far I never have needed it. I keep it 
with my vehicle papers at all times. 

The counterclockwise route (not including Malaysia) is shown in red on 
the following page. The Bangkok-Bueng Kan leg (south in a pickup truck 
then north on the bike) was the unexpected result of the clutch failure. 
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Thailand Part I 



Koh Samui 

For Singaporean riders, most rides to Thailand begin and end with the one- 
day 900km dawn-to-dusk North-South Expressway run between the cities 
of Singapore and Hat Yai through the length of peninsular Malaysia — as 
boring as spending a day on Interstate 5 or 95 in the USA but without 
much speed enforcement. It is a toll road but two-wheelers go free and fuel 
is subsidized — it’s nirvana for superbike riders except for the heavy traffic. 

The speed limit is 120 km/h but it doesn’t matter how fast you go, you will 
be passed by someone faster while you keep your eyes peeled for (rare but 
present) wheel-shattering detritus lying on the road ahead. The black 
BMWs hurtling by at over 200 km/h with their headlights flashing are 
almost as scary as the made-in-Malaysia Proton Wajas rattling past at 160 
with no lights at all — and the smoking trucks you swerve around that are 
only making 60. The ride is so intense I do it in five evenly-spaced stops 
(Pagoh, Dengkil, Tapah, Semmangul, and Gurun) with lots of water in and 
out and a light snack at each stop but no meal, to avoid after-lunch 
drowsiness. 



The first night was Hat Yai, with a satisfying dinner at the Swan Pub. The 
JB Hotel is a tired hotel but with secured parking and a safe but walkable 
1.5km distance from the previous terrorist bombing targets downtown. 



Beautiful downtown Hat Yai, as seen from the hotel: 
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In the morning it is another half a day’s ride to the Koh Samui ferry 
terminal at Don Sak where a relaxing 90 minute voyage into the Gulf of 
Thailand awaits: 
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Wat Plai Laem, Koh Samui: 
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Monk at Wat Plai Laem, Koh Samui: 




His straight toes reveal that he never wears shoes. 
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The tourist and diving facilities on Koh Samui are good: 
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There nothing like a day on the boat to relax after a day on the bike: 
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Hua Hin 



After Samui, a ride to Hua Hin and a visit to see the house of a 72-years 
young expat I met by chance in Starbucks. Look at the three-bedroom 
house $250,000 buys a Thai wife (foreigners cannot own land) in a gated 
Hua Hin community: 




He and his Thai wife are at the barbeque. He and his wife left Koh Samui 
for their safety a couple of years later, after a dispute with the builder. 



The nearby Veranda hotel where I stayed is not bad either — that’s the Gulf 
of Thailand on the other side of the hotel: 
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Crossing Bangkok 

Motorcycles are not permitted on Thai toll roads, nor are they allowed to 
ride in the inside lane on an expressway. The latter rule is rarely enforced, 
but the former certainly is: during my first trip to Thailand I was turned 
away at the Bangkok expressway tollbooth, to the cacophony of much 
angry honking as I tried to go backwards, trapped in a sea of bumper-to- 
bumper cars. 

Navigating across Bangkok is a problem. The Garmin Southeast Asia GPS 
map does not know where motorcycles can and cannot go, and setting it to 
“Avoid Toll Roads” will not lead it to the Phra Pradaeng motorcycle ferry; 
neither will Google Maps route there (at time of writing). Here is one way 
to cross Bangkok on a motorcycle between Highway 35 from Hua Hin on 
the west and Highway 3 to Pattaya on the east, discovered through trial 
and error: 

West side: 



A) 13.68055, 100.47108: Hwy 35 (Rama II Rd) to Hwy 303 (Suk Sawat) 

B) 13.65897, 100.51898: Junction Hwy 303 to Hwy 3104 (NakhonKuan) 

C) 13.65713, 100.53403: Motorcycle Ferry West Bank 
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East side: 




A) 13.65639, 100.53906: Motorcycle Ferry East Bank 

B) 13.64265, 100.59425: Junction 3113 (Phuchao Samingphray) to Hwy 3 

C) 13.52378, 100.64507: Hwy 3 (Sukhumvit Road) 

And what it looks like on the ground, crossing the Chao Phraya river by 
ferry, surrounded by scooters, halfway between Hua Hin and Pattaya: 




Meanwhile the cars are sailing by at high speed up there on those modern 
bridges in the background .... 
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Pattaya 




There was no safe in the Pattaya hotel room so I went to stash some spare 
cash and cards under the huge, heavy old CRT-type TV before going out 
for a walk, but under the TV set I found a small and dusty plastic packet of 
creamy- white powder! In a few seconds I flushed the mystery drug down 
the toilet. 
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Cambodia 

Highway to Koh Kong 

The border at Khlong Yai, Thai side: 




And the border at the Cambodia side (Cham Yearn), with a longer line up: 
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I had to ride from the Cambodia side back to the Thai side and back again 
because the border crossing where I entered Thailand (Sadao) provides 
only one computer-generated form, the Customs Declaration form, while 
the Immigration at the Cambodia side at the Khlong Yai border expects 
two other documents, the TM2 Information of Conveyance and the TM3 
Passenger List, with Thai stamps on them. It was easy to get these from the 
Thai officials at Khlong Yai when exiting the Thai side, but I didn’t know I 
would need them so I had cross back to Thailand back to get them ... under 
the hot sun. Although Cambodia Immigration wanted these forms, 
Cambodia Customs didn’t care! 

The Cambodia customs official asked me for the papers for the bike. I 
showed my original Singapore document to him. He asked me for a 
photocopy. I said I didn’t have one. He said not to worry about it in that 
case, and to have a pleasant trip! So I entered Cambodia without any 
motorcycle import papers of any kind, and had no problems leaving the 
country without papers either. Total border crossing time was about an 
hour. 



16 



Cambodia, Laos, Thailand - 9,900 km in 7 Weeks 

Koh Kong 

The Dugout Hotel in Koh Kong, my first taste of Cambodia: 




I asked the owner (an Aussie) why the hotel is called the Dugout. He said 
originally there were two partners who owned the hotel. One of them was 
named Doug. He was so difficult to deal with that when the second partner 
bought him out, he renamed the hotel the Dugout because Doug was out! 

Water-cooled tuk-tuk. Note the white plastic water tank in front of trailer: 
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The town must be spoiled for choice from satellite channels: 




Cambodia has wonderful people but a serious littering problem: 
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The only impressive building in town is the Koh Kong Tax Building: 
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Highway to Sihanoukville 

Slow down going around blind curves: 
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Traders buy retail petrol at stations like these and sell it in small quantities 
at high markups (often out of booze bottles) along the way: 
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Chicken Farm Road: 



The main highway: 
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Sihanoukville 

Beggars with missing limbs (blown off by UXO) are all too common: 
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This man was very friendly to passers-by: 




Sidewalk tire repair — where to go for air, since petrol stations rarely have it: 
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Padded panties! 




Diving in Sihanoukville: 
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Around Sihanoukville, which I found an agreeable town for a visit: 
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n s am m 

HOP 



murimi Jj & I 

DALIN f BookShop 

Hiswfiir.eunji ipBftgifltu menu myu uyjmBti smifijtjptntiQjiE 




47 




Cambodia, Laos, Thailand - 9,900 km in 7 Weeks 




48 



Cambodia, Laos, Thailand - 9,900 km in 7 Weeks 




49 



Cambodia, Laos, Thailand - 9,900 km in 7 Weeks 





Cows — a common road hazard in Cambodia: 
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Happy Herb’s happy herb pizza: 



And for those who prefer different intoxicants: 
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Highway to Phnom Penh 
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Phnom Penh 
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Close-up of a water-cooled Honda: 



Most tuk-tuks are pulled by Honda Dreams, to which a water tank and an 
intravenous drip have been added to release two drops per second onto the 
cylinder to cool it. I have yet to see this clever device in any other country. 



You can buy nearly anything on the sidewalks of Phnom Penh: 
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National Museum: 
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Eye and lung protection — but pity the spine: 




Everything is made on the sidewalks of Phnom Penh. 
Wat Ounalom, near the riverside: 
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Russian Market: 
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Yum — snout! 
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Tuol Sleng Genocide Museum: 
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THE SECURITY OF REGULATION 



1 . you must answer accordingly to my questions • Don't turn them away. 

2 . Don't trytohide the facts by malting pretexts this and that 
You are strictly prohibited to contest me. 

3. Don’t be fool for you are a chap who dare to thwart the revolution 

4. you must immediately answer my questions without wasting 
time to reflect 

5 • Don’t tell me either about your immoralities or the essence of 



? am 

s>» bis tsetse sesleeiiaat !8 hk$ z 
C. Musyas wsms tssKtst; srussecets 
s ‘sifts esfissssstteetc s 
a. senses wwwqp ipieSssBjsftt^Eeg^ 
Kar.g tfespg ss^xsgajs'it^B! a 
L teefse ssssje5|E £g£w»5* ester ester: 
•tse^eere tseewsasilBjse sse^euse z 
h . i«3 sfltestjess^'Ba; i'.sm z 
rt - ss^iSategK ssiet^sieeisr^Q; Meqp sts 
atrapsir tssep ^isafs'jsgeseta « 

(i. fietsseKi^c'Tigr.* EegesefgfiscsgsiSKts^ifcK « 
f - jsSmSettS seistr.s wetldternts lejmesfirrs 



<|5Sef«T6 90HT.fi 8 SB 



90- grassee^ 



•ertee dr.e z 



REGLEMENT DES AGENTS DE 
SECURITE 

1 Reponds conformement a ma question que je t ai 
posh. N essaic pas dc dctoumor la mienne. 

2 . N essaie pas t echapper en prenant des 
pretextes selon tes idees hypocrites. II est 
absolument interdit de me contester. 

3 • Ne fais pas I imbecile car tu es I homme qui 

s oppose a la revolution. 

4 Reponds immediatement a ma question sans 
prendre le temps de reflechir. 

5 Ne me parte pas de tes petits incidents commis a 
I encontre de la bienseance.Ne parle pas non 
plus de I essence de la revolution. 

6 Pendant la bastonnade ou I electrochoc.il est 
interdit de crier fort. 

7. Reste assis tranquillement. Attends mes ordres. 
s il n y a pas d ordre, ne fais rien.Si je te 
demande de faire quelque chose fais- le 
immediatement sans protester. 

8. Ne prends pas pretexte sur Kampuchea 
Krom pour voiler ta queule de traitre. 

9- Si vous ne suivez pas tous les ordres ci- dessus. 
vous recevrez des coups de baton, de fils electrique 
et des electrochocs (vous ne pourrez pas 
compter ces coups) . 

10- Si tu desobeis a chaque point de mes 
reglements, tu auras soit dix coups de fouets. 
soit cinq electrochocs. 



6 . While getting lashes or electrification you must not cry at all 

7- Do nothing, sit still and wait for my orders. If there is no 
order, keep quiet . when I ask you to do something, you 
must do it right away without protesting. 

8 . Don't make pretext about Kampuchea Kromin order to hide 
your secret or traitor. 

9- If you don't follow all the above rules, you shall get many lashes of 



tO. If you disobey any point of my regulations you shall get either ten 
lashes or five shocks of electric discharge. 
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Phnom Penh Happiness Pizza, with 50 cent beers: 




The menu: Pizza could be ordered unhappy, happy, or very happy: 
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The diner below looks like he’s had too much happy in his pizza: 




Around Phnom Penh: 
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Highway to Siem Reap 

Mostly good road, but continual random hazards: 
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School’s out: 
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Angkor 

Angkor, the capital from the 9th to the 15th century, covers 400 square 
kilometers. It includes the temple of Angkor Wat, one of dozens of sites. 

Angkor Wat: 
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Ta Phrom: 
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Banteay Samre: 
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Preah Khan: 
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Siem Reap 

But things are not so scenic just outside the tourist area: 
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Highway to O Smach 

The speed limit seemed a little low for the driving conditions: 
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The bike was an attention-getter: 
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One man asked me what the bike cost. When I told him about US$5,000, 
he exclaimed, “You can by a tuk-tuk for that!” 

The O Smach crossing back to Thailand had almost no traffic. Service was 
efficient, quick, and friendly on both sides, taking about 20 minutes. 
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Thailand side: 



Thailand Part II 

Surin 
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Surin in Isaan looked like the elephants’ graveyard for expats. 




Highway to Khon Kaen 
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It would be tempting to roll on the throttle, but you can’t see what lies 
beyond the dips: 




Hazards like this: 
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Khon Kaen 




The Pullman, formerly the Sofitel. My hotels cost from $10 to $150, this 
one being at the higher end: 
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HUSBAND 

DAY CAKE CENTER 



• Need time to relax ? 

• Need time to yourself ? 

• Want to go shopping ? 

Leave your husband with us! 
We look after him for you 1 

You only pay for his drinks 



MYBAR 
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Nakhon Phanom 

Nakhon Phanom seemed a clean and cheerful place, with some good hotels 
along the Mekong River, not to mention many joggers: 
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Security so tight the house looks like a bunker: 
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Breakdown at Bueng Kan 

The clutch broke, fortunately on the Thai side of the Mekong, just 4 km to 
the Laos ferry crossing and 1 km back to Bueng Kan. I coasted to a stop: 
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At first I thought it was the clutch cable, and I had a spare cable with me. 
Then I saw this broken part lying on the ground: 




At first I thought it would be easy to replace; I’d just have to wait in Bueng 
Kan while I had the part FedExed to me, then I’d install it myself So I rode 
the clutchless bike (not easy!) to a new hotel in Bueng Kan. I checked in: 
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From my room I did some internet research to determine the part number, 
and called the dealers in Singapore and Bangkok. I learned that the part was 
not available in Thailand or Singapore and would take seven to ten days to 
arrive at a dealer. The dealer in Bangkok said that this was only the second 
time in fifteen years that they had ordered this part. 

It also turned out that replacement of the part requires the swingarm and 
shaft drive to be pulled back several inches, which requires a workshop, a 
large socket wrench, a heat gun, and a torque wrench; I walked around the 
town and could not find these in Bueng Kan. The part is obscured by the 
drive train and ordinary tools cannot even reach it. Prior to 1994, 
replacement of this part (nearly identical on all boxers for over thirty years) 
could be done with the tools in the tool kit in five minutes; after 2000 the 
part was eliminated when BMW introduced a hydraulic clutch. Just my 
luck that this is a 1998 bike! 

The nearest airport to Bueng Kan is in Udon Thani, 200km distant. So the 
safest and cheapest solution was to hire a truck (S$800) to take the bike 
and me to Bangkok, leave the bike there, and fly home (S$70) until it was 
ready. The staff at the hotel found a truck for me for the following 
morning, and were very helpful. The drive to Bangkok took twelve hours, 
and by evening my driver was popping pills to stay alert. My GPS, with the 
Bangkok BMW dealer’s coordinates pre-loaded, was essential to guide the 
driver once we reached the periphery of Bangkok as she did not know 
Bangkok at all. 



The front seat was very uncomfortable for 12 hours: 
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My driver, who is 60, drove skillfully, and spoke only Thai and Isaan/Lao: 




Her son, who spoke a few words of English: 
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Lunch with my driver and her son on the way — duck tongues! They are 
eaten like escargot — just pull the beak open, drag out the tongue with great 
force, and chew it like a block of rubber. I didn’t try one! I ate rice: 
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Udon Thani 



The bike repair took less than two weeks and I resumed the ride from 
Bangkok a month later, staying overnight in Bangkok and Udon Thani. 
The hotel is on the right: 
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This three-wheeled motorcycle is ridden while looking out the hole in the 
front. Note the driver grooming himself in the rear-view mirror: 




Laos 

Bueng Kan/Pakxan 



I assumed I’d have to pay a penalty for failing to export the bike from 
Thailand within the required time, but the customs man didn’t care and I 
was through the Thai side quickly. There was hardly any traffic at this 
crossing (18.395384, 103.615775) and the staff were efficient and friendly: 
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The ferry to Pakxan: 




It took some clutch smoking to ride the bike from the muddy downward 
slope up and onto the ferry ramp, as you can see from the truck doing it 
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below. The R1100R has only a 17 inch front wheel; it would have been 
much easier on a BMW GS model with its 1 9 inch front wheel: 




Pakxan border crossing, Lao side: 




132 




Cambodia, Laos, Thailand - 9,900 km in 7 Weeks 




133 




Cambodia, Laos, Thailand - 9,900 km in 7 Weeks 




Even though I already had a visa (from Singapore) I had to wait an hour 
while the staff ate lunch before I could be processed. Then the woman — 
with a TV playing in the background — worked hard to generate the import 
papers for the motorcycle. 
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Meanwhile her colleagues did nothing; in the room next door the man is 
playing a computer game and the other woman is watching TV: 




The total border crossing time, including waiting for the ferry was about 
four hours. 
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Highway to Vientiane 
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Vientiane 

My hotel (Sengtawan Riverside) on the left, with underground parking: 
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From the hotel’s rooftop restaurant, looking out over the Mekong river: 




The People’s Security Museum, into which people are not permitted, 
perhaps for security reasons. It is closed to the public: 
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One of countless wats in Vientiane: 



Nothing moves quickly in Laos: 
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I’ m not a foodie (three clean “nourishment intervals” a day are all I need), 
but I enjoyed the food in this Frenchman’s (the man on the left below) 
Alsace restaurant: 
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Highway to Vang Vieng 



Note the beer advertisement sponsoring the highway sign: 
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Watch out for the dips where the pavement ends, sometimes every few 
hundred meters. Just when you think the going is good, you have to hit the 
brakes to avoid a wheel fracture or becoming airborne: 
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Lao are a generally cheerful and friendly folk: 
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Vang Vieng 




Vang Vieng is so given to tourism it’s as though a resort corporation 
bought the town, added hippie theme park decoration, vendor kiosks, bars, 
and restaurants all offering the same low-end products and services; evicted 
all the villagers; and hired them all back as shopkeepers, waitresses, and 
masseuses to serve all the backpackers. I’ll be back! 
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Appetizers on the menu: 






HAPPY 






WEED 




SHAKE 




75.000 


CAKE 




75.000 


JOINT 




20.000 


GARLIC 


BREAD 


75.000 


PIZZA 




140.000 


HAG 




©00.000 






'•'•V 




MUSHROOM 


TEA 




75.000 


SHAKE 




75.000 


PIZZA 




140.000 


BAG 




3P0.000 




OPIUM 




JOINT 




50.000 


TGA 




75.000 


BAG 




500.000 






Highway to Phonsavan 
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Morning rush hour: 
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Ride to the viewpoint at 1500 m: 
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These ladies took turns taking their photo next to me, a riding hero. 
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But these children were less than impressed: 




That’s the road down there: 
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Phonsavan 



The Nice Hotel, with the motorcycle parked behind the gate on the left: 
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The rooms are nice enough, just for one night: 




The Plain of Jars on the Xieng Khouang plateau, dated to the Iron Age 
(500 BC to AD 500). More than 90 sites exist, each with up to 400 stone 
jars. The jars are about the height of a man and are hewn from rock. 

Outside: 
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... and inside: 



Highway to Luang Prabang 

Highway 7 and parts of Highway 13 are as good a ride as the Mae Hong 
Son loop in north Thailand, and more scenic: 



This shot was taken at 19.333507, 103.096435. 
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Every home has its satellite dish: 




■HNS! 



This was the only rain during the seven weeks, about 1 5 minutes of it: 
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Luang Prabang 

Public market: 
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Nearly a week to go to Songkran, and already the water madness is starting: 



I could not avoid getting a cool splash myself while looking for the hotel. 
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A classic Citroen and Mercedes in a classic town: 



Highway to Luang Namtha 

The 70 km from Muang Xai to Ban Ai One was mostly a rocky dirt road 
because most of the pavement had washed away. It took several hours to 
cover that distance in first and second gear. After Ban Ai One, the 
pavement was absolutely perfect — even with a nicely painted dotted line, 
the first I’d seen in days. 
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Pigs were common and dangerous (if hit) road hazards: 




But even the pigs wouldn’t touch these red-hot chillies: 




182 



Cambodia, Laos, Thailand - 9,900 km in 7 Weeks 



I turned around near the Chinese border: 




All-too-common scenes: 
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All the “road kill” I saw on the trip was in Laos. I found Lao drivers 
courteous and unaggressive, but they must have a drinking or fatigue 
problem to go off road so often. 
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Luang Namtha 




The Zuela Guesthouse was good value and otherwise clean ... 



... but the sheet was yellow on one side and white on the other and those 
wrinkles were there before I sat on the bed. 
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This Unimogwas on a journey! 



Luang Namtha to Houei Xai 

I’m going to miss these highways: 
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Houei Xai 




Waiting for the ferry. Thailand is on the other side of the Mekong: 
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Climb the stairs to the Temple of Customs to do the paperwork ... that 
really is customs up there. 




The rear wheels of the truck in the next photo dropped into the gap 
between the road and the ferry gate, causing bags of cement to slide off the 
back of the truck. Another half hour was spent sitting under the hot sun 
next to the motorcycle as this was resolved. The truck barely made it off the 
ferry. Total border crossing time back to Thailand, including waiting for 
the ferry: four and a half hours. 
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Thailand Part III 

Chiang Mai 

Highway near Chiang Mai: 




Doi Suthep temple, looking down on Chiang Mai: 
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It was Songkran (Thai New Year) — time to park the bike for safety’s sake: 



After a night in Chiang Rai and five in Chiang Mai getting my tire replaced 
and waiting for Songkran to end, I continued south. 

The temperature between Chiang Mai and Phitsanulok was nearly 40 
degrees C (104 F). I stopped every hour, drank a liter of water, and poured 
more water into my mesh riding suit to get a few minutes of coolness. 

Phitsanulok at sunset: 
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Highway to Kanchanaburi 




The Garmin Southeast Asia map thinks this is a secondary highway: 
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I thought I’d try a shortcut through Phutoei National Park: 




But the road turned to a traffic-free track which got narrower and darker 
while the gumbo got deeper. 40 km more of this at 5 km/h with only a 
couple of liters of water on hand did not seem like a smart idea: 
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So I turned around and went the (slightly) longer way. 



That’s better! 




Kanchanaburi 

The (replacement) bridge over the river Kwai: 
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The peaceful and beautiful River Kwai: 




The nearby war cemetery, where 7,000 mostly Australian, Dutch, and 
British POWs rest from the construction of a bridge over the River Kwai. 




The resort — $50 off-season: 
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Highway to Hat Yai 




Rubber plantation just south of Surat Thani: 
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All-purpose adjustment tools — some are illegal to import to Singapore: 




And after a night in Hat Yai, the dawn-to-dusk freeway slog back to 
Singapore, snacking like ahorse: 
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Appendix 

The King’s Choice: Canon PowerShot 




I saw this poster in Thailand. My photos were taken with the same camera. 
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Emergency Phrasebook 




201 





Cambodia, Laos, Thailand - 9,900 km in 7 Weeks 



Adventure Riders’ Comments 

I previously uploaded parts of my story to the Horizons Unlimited, Ride 
Asia, and Adventure Rider websites, receiving over 8,000 views. It was 
delightful to get these responses: 

Superbly well done! Rich photos and minimal text. You are a rider 
who takes time and effort to capture a good image. Good to see 
that gorgeous burgundy Citroen still circulating around Luang 
Prabang! It has become a mobile landmark. I would love a ride in 
it. I hope to read more from you. 2Wheels 

An engaging set of images with just enough narrative. I thoroughly 
enjoyed and learned from this post, thank you! Barrygrussell 

Nitrous Oxide and Oxygen Bar? Pig snouts? Genocide Museum? I 
have been around a little bit but this is all new to me. Great stuff. 
Thanks! JB2112 

Thanks for that fantastic travelogue by photo. Your post took me 
for a ride down memory lane, I have been to most of those places 
in the past, and some of those places very frequently. Yours was a 
refreshing new look at the familiar and the somewhat forgotten. Do 
it again.... Midnitemapper 

Thanks for the fantastic report mate. It’s also extremely handy for 
our trip and our planning. Neil 

Great report, nice pictures! Thank you for sharing ... watching with 
one smiling and one crying eye ... We’ve just been there. I want to 
go back! RTWbyBike 

Great photos and report. I have been to some of these places and 
it brought back good memories. Thank you. Mcgee 

Love your photo’s they really capture the essence of the local 
people. Thank you for the report, really enjoyed it. Mendo 

Your pics are amazing and thanks for posting. Comrade Art 

Superb. You can see the heat in the pics. Fantastic scenery and 
people. Thanks for this RR — anymore to come? Mein Motorrad 
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You did a nice job of capturing the essence of SE Asia. Thanks for 
posting! I wish I had the time to travel along in February. Too little 
time off. Twflybum 

Singapore greetings! Apart from your awesome pictures, I liked the 
multi-language phrases. Appreciate your effort and don’t mind if I 
use them! Rifqi 

Spent a long time looking at the pics ... They are amazing. Ride 
safe! Bgunn 

Many thanks. I appreciate your methodology, which I hardly would 
be able to cope. Your photos say it all; pertinent, real and well 
spotted. Legasea 

Many excellent pictures of one of my favorite corners of the world. 
Thanks again for sharing; you’ve captured some really nice candid 
photos of real life in South East Asia. Brings back memories! Good 
luck on your next journey. Watercat 

A brilliant ride report with fantastic pictures. TonyBKK 

Wow, Thanks for the great stories with pictures. I grew up in 
Vientiane and still have lots of memory about Laos. Pinkius 

Thanks for sharing. I used your information to cross the river in 
Bangkok. I would have never found the ferry without it! I am 
starting to make my way back to Krabi. Thanks for the great info! 

Golfer 

Wow! Your pictures were fantastic. I feel like I did the whole trip 
with you. Thank you for sharing Keyskruiser 

Amazing photos. Honkey Cat 

Amazing pics. I wish i can visit those places. Nsfw 
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